The prevalence of scarlet fever lias somewhat abated, for the average weekly number of cases during May was below that of the previous year. The disease is usually less in evidence, however, during the summer months. The decline in the incidence of diptheria continues, the total number of cases for the five weeks ending .'51st May being 132 against 166 a year ago. There were 4 deaths against 2 a year ago, all amongst uniminunised children.
Cases of primary pneumonia were less numerous, 485 being recorded with 53 deaths against the corresponding figures for last year of 509 and 41. The higher mortality was probably associated with the continuance of cold easterly winds during the early part of the month. Cases of pulmonary tuberculosis were less numerous, 280 against 333, and the same observations applies to other forms of the disease, cases numbering 37 against 64.
Whooping cough still continues to be prevalent, but its incidence is gradually decreasing. There were !) deaths against ;"> in 194(5. Cliickenpox still continues to be rather prevalent, but its prevalence is not important, except when there is a possibility of smallpox occurring ; and in this respect a list of between .'}(> and 40 names of vagrants from a lodging-house in the Midlands of England where cases of smallpox have occurred has been circulated, for all trace of them has been lost.
The birth rate still continues high, the average for May being 20-1 against 22-,'5 for last year. The weekly rates are lower, however, than those during recent months. The deaths under one year continue to be more numerous, 20,'J being recorded during the five weeks compared with 142 a year ago, almost half of the increase beiiu/ due to deaths from diarrhoea and enteritis.
